Date palm (Phoenix dactylifera L.) is harvested for its sweet fruit mainly in the middle east and other parts of the world. It has been cultivated for several thousand years and is known to be found in Mesopotamia as well. Besides the fruit, the various parts of the tree are employed for variety of uses. The stalks of the fruit, which connect the fruit to the spikelet, are very beautiful, colourful flower like structures, which have never been described earlier.
Introduction
Date palm (Phoenix dactylifera L.) has been cultivated for several thousand years (Foodmuseum, 2011) . Its fruit has served as a staple diet for the people living in the middle east. Date palm has been known to be cultivated in Mesopotamian civilization as well. Other parts of this tree have been described and practically all parts of the date palm except, perhaps the roots are used for a purpose best suited to them (Barreveld, 1993; Dowson, 1962) . We have observed that the date fruit has a stalk attached to it similar to the green decorative cap like attachment similar to that on eggplant, which connects it to the spikelet. Once the date fruit is plucked by hand this stalk is left behind on the branch. The left over stalks on the branches gives a colourful, beautiful flower shaped structure and has not been observed earlier in the literature. We describe its existence; here for the first time.
Materials and Methods
We had been collecting dates from common Omani date palms for collecting the fruit, by cutting the branch as a whole and drying it up under the sun for several days. The dates thereafter would shrivel and fall off from the branch or plucked out easily. Thin spikelets were left on the branches. The spikelet has showed flower like, colourful, beautiful structures on them. On closer inspection it was found that this structure was sometimes absent from the spikelet and could be found on the fruit itself ( Fig. 1 & 2) . This structure was observed akin to the cover or stalk found over the eggplants. Several spikelets were thus observed and a similar pattern was found on all of them. Each stalk is composed of 3 petals arranged in an overlapping floral pattern and magenta colour on the edges (Fig. 3 & 4) . The stalk is 7 millimeter to 8 millimeter in diameter without much variation. The petals are thin yet rigid structures not easily plucked or crushed with hands. Thus, the stalk gives a colourful, beautiful appearance to the twigs.
Results and Discussion
Date palm has been harvested for centuries. The parts other than fruit have been put to use as per their strength or structure e.g. leaflets for making brooms, spikelets to make ropes and mid ribs to make crates (Paul, 1973; Munier and Dattier, 1973; Darby et al., 1977) . This beautiful floral stalk has not been described in the world literature probably because it was not observed earlier or it could not be put to a suitable use.
The presence of this stalk could have been overlooked since the humans were more focused on the fruit or other commercial gains from the tree. These stalks may be the calyx of the date flowers and hence are attached to the fruits.
The size of these stalks may vary in size according to the size of the fruit on a particular plant but will be constant for that particular plant, as we have reported this observation only for common Omani date palms. These beautiful stalks along with the twigs have been used for decoration in our house and hence could be put to such a use with its natural colour combination. 
